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ental politics. For in addition to Gibraltar, Malta and Cyprus,
the main British strongholds in the Mediterranean, England
had occupied Egypt, the Suez Canal and the Sudan, and thus
assumed a serious responsibility which would tax Britain's
resources to maintain and defend in case of war.

But whereas the French expedition opened the eyes of
Europe to the strategical importance of Egypt and made the
Powers, especially England, coalesce with Turkey to drive the
French out of Egypt, the English bombardment of Alexandria
seemed to have struck a favourable chord in the Powers' hearts.
The conference was rudely shaken by the news, but the Powers
made no protests or accusations against the invaders. "We
have not received," said Gladstone, " nor heard of a word of
disapproval from any power great or small or from any source
having the slightest authority." Even France went so far as
to state to the English Government that she had no objection
to the British advance if England decided to make it.

But England after the bombardment assumed a cautious
and most conciliatory tone towards the Powers. Her fleet stood
inactive before Alexandria, watching the conflagration and
not attempting yet to land troops. She would not take any
further step without conferring first with the Powers. So the
conference at Constantinople soon resumed its activities, and
awaited the Forte's answer regarding the despatch of a Turk-
ish expedition to crush the rebels. Fearing that Turkey would
once more shirk her duty, England, to prove her disinterested-
ness, communicated with both France and Italy and asked
them one after the other to co-operate with her in defending
the Suez Canal, and even in penetrating into the interior to
crush the rebels. Italy was touched by the noble gesture of
England but politely excused herself, bearing in mind always
to repay England for that favour.

As for France, the question was a complicated one. She was
all the time suspecting Bismarck of placing pitfalls in her way.
He favoured a joint interference, but would not give England
or France or both any European mandate for action. They had
to undertake action on their own responsibility, so that while
France was wiHing to associate herself with England in def end-
ing the Suez Canal on behalf of the Powers, she was still averse
to any expeditionary force being sent into the interior of the